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Northern hemisphere vaccine 

In early June Pharmac secured access to 360,000 
doses of a vaccine made for the 2019/2020 Northern 
Hemisphere (Influvac Tetra (Saison 2019/2020)) to 
meet this year’s high demand for influenza 
vaccination. Key points about Influvac Tetra (Saison 
2019-2020): 

•Available to be ordered now in minimum lots of 60.  
However, IMAC are looking at getting this amount 
reduced.  

•The vaccine is only indicated for non-funded 
patients as it provides good protection for just three 
of the four influenza strains likely to be in circulation. 
You will not be able to make claim if you use a 
northern hemisphere vaccine for funded eligible 
patients, and must continue vaccinating these 
patients with Afluria Quad (the current Southern 
Hemisphere vaccine). Please continue to reserve 
sufficient stocks of Afluria Quad for these patients. If 
you still have Afluria Quad vaccine and have 
exhausted all your eligible patients then it would be 
acceptable to use your stock rather than not using it 
at all.  

• The vaccine is highly temperature sensitive so if 
you have any of this vaccine in stock it is important 
that you limit the time the fridge door is open.  We 
suggest you carry out stocktakes in two parts, rather 
than all at once, and ensure that fridges are kept tidy 
so that stock is easy to locate. Please also continue 
to be very diligent with temperature monitoring in 
chilly bins.    

See the following link for more information.   

 

Thank you COVID-19 and record demands for flu vaccination, has made delivery of this 

year’s influenza immunisation programme especially challenging. We want to thank you all 
for your hard work in reaching our vulnerable population groups and for your assistance 
helping us to manage distribution and supply issues. 

 

https://www.immune.org.nz/2020-well-child-symposiums
https://www.influenza.org.nz/sites/default/files/2020/Influvac%20Tetra%20%28Saison%202019-2020%29%2020200525.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

Provisional authorisation for 

vaccination 
The Ministry of Health has developed a new 
pathway for provisional authorisation for 
vaccinators in order to increase our vaccinator 
workforce for a potential COVID-19 vaccine. Those 
who obtain provisional authorisation are allowed to 
administer influenza and MMR and a potential 
COVID-19 vaccine to children (3-years +), 
adolescents and adults anywhere in New Zealand. 
This authorisation is valid for 2 years and is available 
to a wide range of health care professionals 
(including third year student nurses). It can be 
obtained through completion of a free online course 
along with a clinical peer review by an authorised 
vaccinator. More information and application forms 
are available from the following link.  
We strongly recommend that primary health care 
nurses continue to follow the pathway for full 
authorisation and the process for renewing their 
existing authorisations. Vaccinator authorisation 
has the benefit of enabling you to administer the full 
range of immunisations on the National 
Immunisation Schedule.  Authorised Vaccinator 
application and renewal forms are available at the 
MPH website  
A reminder that authorised vaccinator renewals 

should be submitted at least one month prior to 

expiry of your current authorisation. The failure to 

do so will require a clinical assessment with your 

Local Immunisation Coordinator when 

authorisation has expired. New applicants need to 

allow sufficient time for new vaccinator 

authorisation to be processed if expecting to begin 

vaccinating by a particular time frame.  

 New MMR campaign targeting 

15-29-year olds 
A national MMR campaign is currently being 

developed by the Ministry of Health so watch 

this space. The campaign will be targeted at 

engaging 15 to 29-year olds with a specific focus 

on Māori and Pacific youth. A specific strategy 

for our DHB will also be implemented to support 

this campaign. A reminder that all practices 

should currently be actively recalling all children 

5 to 14-years old who have not received any, or 

only one dose of, MMR vaccine and ensuring 

that those under 5 years are immunised on 

time. 

Vaccine errors with early 

administration of HPV 
There have been reports of an increase in 
vaccine errors involving early administration of 
HPV vaccines. A reminder that all practices 
should be doing a NIR status query before 
vaccinating to ensure appropriate spacing 
between the two required doses? (I’m not sure 
what you mean about this and can’t find the 
“IMAC early administration chart” A useful tip is 
to do a status query the day before for booked 
patients as the info does not always come 
quickly.  
 

https://www.immune.org.nz/sites/default/files/resources/Written%20Resources/2020%20Temporary%20or%20provisional%20authorisation%20application%20form%20V02Final20200424.docx
https://www.marlboroughpho.org.nz/programmes-services/immunisation/


 

 
Two upcoming WCTO events...save-the-

date: 

WCTO Symposium, Christchurch, 

Thursday, August 27th   

WCTO Conference and pre-Conference 

Workshop, Rotorua, November 19th & 20th 

Please note that the 2-day event was originally scheduled to be held mid-October. The date 

has been revised and it will be now held on November 19th & 20th. 

More information will be released as it comes to hand and visit immune.org for programme 

details when available.  

 

School based immunisation services 

back  
The Public Health School Based Immunisation 

Program is now back vaccinating in schools again. We 

want to thank all the practices that have actively got 

on board to keep our year 7 and 8 students up to 

date with their vaccinations 

 Recognising and managing cold 

chain breaches 
A reminder that all vaccines must be continuously 
stored at temperatures between +2°C to +8°C. 
Any deviations outside of this range should be 
immediately investigated and appropriate action 
taken in accordance with the Ministry’s National 
Cold Chain Standards. Fluctuations in vaccine 
storage temperature of up to 12⁰C lasting no 
longer than 30 minutes do not need to be 
reported but do need to be documented in the 
Annual Cold Chain Management Record. 
Labelling vaccine is not required unless advised by 
the Immunisation Facilitator. Useful guidance on 
recognising and managing cold chain breaches is 
available at the following link.  
 
Cold chain breaches must be reported to your 
local immunisation coordinator and vaccines 
immediately quarantined.  
 
 

New Schedule changes: 1st July 2020 
 

A number of vaccine brand, eligibility and dose changes come into force from July 1 2020.  The primary changes 

involve brands of vaccines switching over and the removal of the PCV10 at the 3-month immunisation event.  

IMAC has released a FAQs document on the changes and the immunisation team is also available to assist with 

any questions.  In addition, I will be coming out to see general practice the week prior to the changes taking 

place, this will be a good time to discuss any questions you may have.  

Look forward to seeing you soon, Angie Mills – RN Immunisation Facilitator  

 

 

 

https://www.immune.org.nz/2020-well-child-symposiums
https://www.immune.org.nz/sites/default/files/resources/Written%20Resources/StandardTempBreachImac20171021V01Final.pdf
https://www.immune.org.nz/sites/default/files/resources/Written%20Resources/FAQs%20for%20Schedule%20changes%202020%20Final%2008062020.pdf

